PETER SINKS Matt. 14, 22-33 
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The festival of the Ascension is not 
the celebration of an absentee lord. 
Quite ‘the opposite: ‘On Christ’s 
Ascension I now build...” We know 
that He is risen and ascended and 
present with us. He is the Lord of the 
Church and we are His servants who 
must build His Church until His 
return. 

The first generation of Christians 
showed us how to build up the body 
of Christ. Our Lord came preaching 
in the language of ‘the synagogues. 
In response to His command to 
preach, the Gospel was proclaimed 
throughout the Roman Empire and 
east. Greek became the language of 
the good news of our salvation — and 
Latin and Syriac and Armenian and 
Coptic. “Every tongue confess Him 
king of glory now.” 

Perhaps historians will never know 
exactly who preached the first English 
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by Tutor John Franazmann 


sermon. It would be interesting to 
trace the progress of the Gospel in 
English-speaking lands. But at West- 
field we are currently thankful and 
happy that additional students have 
completed a significant portion of 
their theological studies and are now 
allowed to preach in the congrega- 
tions of the ELCE. We praise 
God for the presence of His Holy 
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Spirit in the World which is pro- 
claimed by those who have built up 
the Church by serving in the ELCE 
and we pray that God will continue 
to make fruitful the Word as it is 
proclaimed by the newest preachers 
in the ELCE. 

Four yong men have grown up in 
England and in the ELCE. They pre- 
pared themselves for confirmation 
and active membership in their con- 
gregations. They made the very 
serious decision to attempt the West- 
field course. We boast in the Lord: 
look at what He can do by His word! 
He answers our prayers and raises 
up another generation of servants of 
His Word. 

As I look through a Westfielc 
window I see many students in Cam» 
bridge, students of every ability anc 
with different interests. The Westfielc 
men belong to this same community 
But their varying abilities and inter 
ests are centred in service to the 
ELCE and their Lord. Through thei» 
ministry the Gospel will continue tc 
be heard in vigorous English (with- 
out an accent!) and with unwavering 
conviction. 

The Church grew from a smal 
group of believers. But our Lord’: 
presence in their midst guaranteed the 
spread of the Gospel throughout the 
world. Many of you know the modes 
beginnings of the ELCE. Not man» 
years ago we seemed to be a handfu 
of sojourners. But He has been active 
in us. We have thanked Him for send) 
ing us pastors from abroad. We ar® 
always mindful of the help fron’ 
Lutherans overseas. But at the end c» 
another academic year at Westfiel« 
we ask that you join us in thanks 
giving and praise—and pray fo» 
God’s continued blessing on th 
students who want to proclaim Hi 
Gospel. 
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Why I Believe (in) Jesus About The Spirit 


by the Rev. F. E. 


[wo short stories first. 


There is an old Portuguese monas- 
ery which sits at the top of a three 
wundred foot cliff. The only way to 
he monastery is via a huge wicker 
asket. The visitor is strapped into 
he basket and then the basket is pul- 
ed to the top by an old ragged rope. 


One visitor bowed his head, almost 
is if in prayer, on the way up. But 
yn. the descent he could not help but 
isk the question. He looked at the old 
agged rope, the difference between 
ife and death, and then he looked at 
he monk who was working the rope. 


“How often do you change the 
ope?” he asked anxiously. 


“Whenever it breaks,” replied the 
nonk calmly. 


Now you and | may say that the 
nan or the monk or both were fools; 
he man for getting into the basket 
ind asking the question a bit late; 
he monk for thinking that would be 
i sufficient time to change the rope. 
3ut how often do people take that 
ourse in regard to the lifeline that 
ies them to God. Sometimes we don’t 
est the rope for strength or to see 
vhether or not it has rotted from lack 
f use or care. 


But let’s go on, 


One of the members of “St. 
Andrews was helping me with a pro- 
ramme not long ago. He insisted 
hat we be finished by seven because 
t was urgent for him to get home. I 
isked him if there was anything 
vrong and he told me that a man 
vas coming to check his car, for ‘his 
vife had not been able to get it start- 
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ed for the last few days. Well, we got 
away, I to my appointment, and he to 
his visiting mechanic. 


The following Sunday I asked if the 
repair bill for the car was going to 
be high. He looked at me with one of 
those embarrassed grins that happens 
to us all on occasion. 


“Only the price of a gallon of 
petrol,” he said. 


Now isn’t that what happens to us 
when we drive along in our Chris- 
tianity and forget to put the fuel in, 
the fuel that keeps us running 
smoothly and with a minimum of 
knocking, the fuel that keeps us run- 
ning smoothly and without break- 
down. 


But what is it? 


We can look in the Bible and find 
what Jesus did not say it would be. 
He did not say it was church attend- 
ance, for that can be up and down 
depending on how much fuel is put 
in our spiritual tanks, how strong the 
rope is. He did not say that the fuel 
would be committee meetings. Jesus 
did not say that the rope, fuel, would 
be organisationalism (I don’t know if 
that’s the right word but it looks 
impressive), neither choir or youth 
clubs or ladies’ guilds or visits within 
and without the congregation. He did 
not say that the power of His people 
would be excitement over numbers 
or the time spent counting heads (if 
it breathes we include it in the statis- 
tics). 

But He did describe it. He called 
it peace and truth, power and love, 
conviction, conversion, joy, and when 
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people have the right rope and fuel, 
(His Word shows) strange things 
happen to them. 

“They comfort one another... 
each thinks the other better than 
himself . . . they desire peace for all 
men... they wish that which is good 
not only among themselves but 
among all men... they are tender 
hearted, forgiving one another as 
each has been forgiven by God for 
the sake of Jesus... they rejoice and 
give thanks to God (and they are 
thrilled to life about it)!” 

When people have it, they know 
prayer as the way to get things done 
because prayer sets off a reaction that 
moves mountains (as well as com- 
mittees and pastors). When they 
have it, they search the Word to see 
what it is going to say to them. And 
they , above all, want to share every- 
thing that it brings them from the 
Good News of salvation in Jesus 
Christ to the bread on their tables. 


But what is it? 

Before answering that, may I say 
for God says it, what happens whe 
we lack it? We become “bitter an 
bored, full of wrath and worry, angr 
and anxious, indulged in clamour an 
confusion, greed and guilt, reactin 
with malice and muttering!” ; 


Ready? . 
“THE LovE oF Gop IS SHE 
ABROAD IN OUR HEARTS BY THE Hor 
SPIRIT WHICH IS GIVEN TO US...” 
YE, THEN, BEING EVIL, KNOW HOW 17 
GIVE GOOD GIFTS UNTO YOUR CHIL} 
REN, HOW MUCH MORE WILL YOU 
HEAVENLY FATHER GIVE THE Hot 
SPIRIT TO THEM THAT ASK HIM!” 
Romans 5 © 
Luke 11+ 


I believe in Jesus and what he sa» 
about asking. Those of you who ha» 
asked know what I mean. If ye 
haven’t asked, now is the oppor 
unity. 


MEMORIAL WREATUS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Elsie Smith of Norfolk, 
from Mr. and Mrs. George Chown and Margaret £1 the Church Extension 
Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory) of Mr. James Taylor of Ruislip, 
from Mrs. Clara Brooke, Dr. and Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce, Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Congregation, Coventry, total £6 for the Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. F. A. Rayner of Sunderland, 
from Mrs. M. Rayner, Mr. and Mrs. J. Coundon, Misses Marie and Charlotte 
Lawton, total £5 for the Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Olga Heales of Sunbury, 
from Mrs. Clara Brooke £1 for the Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Hilda Fox of British 
Columbia, Canada, from Mrs. Edna Paterson, Mrs. Gertrude Vikse, Mr. Harry 
Pearce, Mr. Lloyd Pearce, all of Edmonton, Alberta, Mr. Douglas Pearce of 
Kitchener, Ontario; and Dr. E. Geo. Pearce of London, total $15 for the 
Church Extension Fund. 
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Yesterdays 
'WENTY YEARS AGO—May-June 1953 


Lesults of three-week visit of Pastor 
earce to New York and St. Louis for con- 
rersations regarding the future of two 
-ondon congregations: 1) release of two 
‘ongregations from the Alantic District and 
ecognition of the “Evangelical Lutheran 
church of England’ as an independent 
ister-church of the Missouri Synod, 2) 
xpansion of the Lutheran Hour office in 
.ondon, 3) steps toward the establishment 


of a “Concordia Publishing House’ in 
-ondon, attempt to get “This is The 
-ife’”’ on British television Luther- 


Tyndale and Holy Trinity elect four-man 
sommittee to study formation of ELCE 
‘Executive Board’ (later changed to 
‘Executive Council”) . . . Sunday, 31May, 
special service to mark the Coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II, Luther-Tyndale decid- 
ng for having the Union Jack in the altar 
pace for the occasion, Holy Trinity deciding 
against . . . Voters’ Assembly on 28 May 
‘asolved 1) to establish the “Executive 
3oard’’ of the new ELCE, two members 
rom Luther-Tyndale (E. C. Lutz and V. 
Sraf) and two from Holy Trinity (Albert 
smith and E. F.R. Smith), 2) to call another 
yastor, Norman Nagel, and to change the 
rime of service at Luther-Tyndale from 
9.30 p.m. to 10.30 a.m., and 3) to have an 
innual meeting to which all attenders, 
rrespective of age or sex, would be in- 
jited, 

In the June meeting of the London 
-utheran Missionary Society, Mr. David 
stevens reported that neighbourhood visita- 
tion had now been completed in all houses 
n four Tottenham streets, and Mr. Charles 
fry stated that the new blocks of flats 
detween Brecknock Road and Hilldrop 
Crescent in Kentish Town had been visited 
.. the Society made plans for Lutheran film 
showings in the Municipal Hall or Central 
-ibrary in Tottenham. 


TEN YEARS AGO — May-June 1963 


Ninth Annual ELCE Synod at Cardiff, 24-25 
May, welcomed by Mr. George Thomas, 
M.P. for Cardiff West ... Synod approved 
recommendation that the ELCE in conjunc- 
tion with the French Lutheran Church and 
the Bleckmar Mission should establish a 
Lutheran mission in Swaziland .. . Synod 
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also passed “Ministry of Elders’’ resolution, 
encouraging “each congregation to adopt 
a ministry of elders whereby each congre- 
gation divides its members into groups of 
ten or so families, each group with an elder 
as a spiritual father and counsellor” .. . 
Budget Conference at Holy Trinity, Totten- 
ham, passes £43,175 budget for 1964 pro— 
posed by Mr. James Taylor, ELCE Trea- 
surer. 


NOTICES 


1. Elders’ Conference at Westfield 
House, Cambridge, on Saturday and 
Sunday, 30 June—1 July, beginning 
at 3 p.m. 

2. Treasurers’ Conference at Westfield 
House, Cambridge, on Saturday and 


Sunday, 7-8 July, beginning at 
3 p.m. 
3. C.E.F. Conference at Westfield 


House, Cambridge, on Saturday and 
Sunday, 14-15 July, beginning at 
3 p.m. 

4. Master Plan Conference at Westfield 
House, Cambridge, on Saturday and 
Sunday, 18-19 August, beginning 
at 3 p.m. 

5. 19th Annual Synod at St. David’s, 
Cardiff, on Friday and Saturday, 
14-15 September, beginning at 
3 p.m. 

6. Music (Organists’) Seminar at St. 
Pauls, Boreham Wood, on Saturday, 
29 September, beginning at 11 a.m. 


7. Sunday School Teachers’ Conven- 
tion at Allhallows, Sunbury-on- 
Thames, on Saturday, 6 October, 
beginning at 1 p.m. 

8. Lutheran Womens’ League Con- 
vention at St. Andrews, Ruislip, on 
Sunday, 18 November. 

1. The Rev. John Jurik of St. Davids, 
Cardiff, has accepted a call to the 
pastorate of St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, Dedham (near Boston), 
Mass., U.S.A. 

2. Mr. Ian Fletcher and Mr. Roger 
Whittal, third-year theological 
students of Westfield House, Cam- 
bridge, are eligible to preach and 
conduct public services in ELCE 
congregations. 


FIVE 


CHRIST CHURCH, 
Petts Wood, Kent: 
Annual Cleaning Day at the church 
opened with devotion by Mr. Elliot. 
Many members cleaned church, re- 
paired items on building, and enjoyed 
lunch together . . . Easter Festival 
Service preceded by showing of film- 
strip about the Resurrection to some 
parents of Sunday School children 
. Holiday Bible Schoo] planned for 
spring break . . . Senior Youth Club 
begins to grow. Continues to share 
Gospel with youth in community . . . 
Church also continues Community 
Outreach every first Sunday of 
month. 


FROM 
THE TAMAR 


HOLY CROSS, 

Sheffield, Yorks: 

Adam and Kitty Cranston received 
into membership by transfer from 
Corinda, Australia ... Ladies’ Guild 
sponsor first of three general interest 
film nights . . . “Morning Coffee” 
Bible Hour starts on Wednesday 
mornings to give opportunity to study 
God’s Word to those who are not able 
to attend Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study. 


ST. TIMOTHYS, 

Sunderland, Co. Durham: 

One thousand three hundred and two 
people from community use church 
as Polling Station on 12th April and 
10th May in local elections. Several 
dozen visit upstairs and chat with 
members and pastor... Bible Class 
members make weekly calls before 
returning to church for study, dis- 
cussion and tea... Mr. Ian Fletcher, 


third year student at Westfield House, 
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preaches first sermon at St. Timoth 
on 13th May. Congregation chairmé 
presents £5 Concordia book token | 
mark occasion for him... Mast 
Plan Committee sets September ar 
October for Mission Outreach Pri 
gramme... Pastor conducts weddir 
on Sth May while rest of tow 
watches Sunderland football tea 
win FA Cup! 


LUTHERAN MISSION, 
Liverpool: 

Family Service held on Easter Sui 
day. Sunday School children sar 
during service . . . Church meetir 
decides to continue having Sunde 
School at 9.45 am. and worship ; 
11.00 am. for another year ...O 
20th May, congregation presente 
gift to the William Bahr family wh 
are due to return to the States. C 
27th May, Suzanne Bahr was coi 
firmed. 


LUTHERAN MISSION, 
Fareham: 

Various activities held for youth clu 
which is a “companion” weekdé 
event for 9 to 13 year old Sunde 
School Children. Swimming Par 
and Nature Walk Outing have adde 
to regular weekly activities of grou 
games, darts, billiards, table tenn: 
etc. Sunday School is grateful — 
St. Andrews Sunday School, Ruisli 
for money to purchase Bibles ar 
other teaching materials. Growth 
Sunday School temporarily curtail: 
to 45 enrolment because of lack + 
teachers. 


ST. PAULS, | 
Boreham Wood, Herts: | 
First sermon by Westfield studew 
Roger Whittall, on 20th Mai 
Fellowship dinner for 70 followe 
including ‘““Westfield Family”, mew 
bers of Executive Council, and ev: 
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visitor from USA ... Sunday School 
Club prepared visual display about 
Lent and Easter: Upper Room, 
Gethsemane, Calvary, and Tomb 
were the four scenes depicted. 


ST. PETERS, 

Plymouth, Devon: 

Twelve men and 14 women actively 
(!) involved in exterior painting of 
church and parsonage... . Bank Holi- 
day Outing to Mount Edgcumbe 
Park with several Sunday School 
families attending . . . Seven a.m. 
Communion Service on Pentecost 
with fellowship breakast following 
the worship . . . Confirmation of 2 
youth and 3 adults on Holy Trinity 
Sunday: P. Bowden, F. Burke, N. 
Guthrig, C. Harvey, and R. Jones. 


To 
THE CLYDE 


Reporter : 
The Rey. R. Feuerhahn, Cambridge 


ST. COLUMBA, 

East Kilbride, Scotland: 

“The Law vs. The Prophets” football 
game held in aid of Christian Aid 
Week. Everyone thought East Kil- 
bridge clergy daft to challenge town’s 
young, athletic police force; but 
ministers made good their challenge 
and beat police 3—2. All ‘profits’ went 
to Christian Aid ... Junior Youth 
Club made posters to advertise vari- 
ous Christian Aid events and distri- 
buted 500 envelopes which ladies 
later collected. Ladies also helped to 
run town’s Christian Aid shop... . 
Junior Youth Club also took part in 
the big East Kilbride Spring Clean 
Campaign . . . First wedding of a 
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member of St. Columbas necessitated 
loan of Episcopal Church to accom- 
modate all wedding guests. 


RESURRECTION, 

Cambridge: 

Congregation women sponsored stall 
at Christian Aid Week bazaar and 
raised over £50... Whitsun sees con- 
firmation of ten youth followed by 
picnic on Jesus Green. 


REDEEMER, 

Harlow, Essex: 

Three ladies received into communi- 
cant membership on Palm Sunday 
.. . Clean-up & Paint-up begins on 
building and parsonage. . . Filmstrip 
projector purchased with donation 
from Lutherans overseas. Filmstrips 
will be shown to Sunday School child- 
ren during summer holidays. 


HOLY TRINITY, 

Tottenham, London: 

Still without pastor after seven month 
vacancy. ELCE pastors and students 
take services. Congregation dis- 
couraged by length of vacancy... 
Son of congregation and Westfield 
House student Karl Fry leaves for 
Adelaide, Australia, in early July to 
continue his training for ministry... 
Elders request prayers of brethren 
in ELCE; 


ST. ANDREWS, 
Ruislip, Middx: 
In Mission Outreach, 2 films shown 
to about 50 people. Also successful 
was a “Bring-a-Friend Bangers-n- 
Mash Party”... Ladies have as their 
theme. for this year ‘Christian 
Fellowship” and endeavour to get 
more members to share in that 
fellowship . . . Ruislip Youth Club 
shares shield for most active Youth 
Club in LLGB with St. Davids, 
Cardiff. 

(continued on page 10) 
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Ne@WS from Our Churches 
Biggest-ever Budget Adopted Confidently 


Treasurer John Hudson Underscores Next Three Years 


At the 1973 Budget Conference at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Totten-. 
ham, on Saturday, 9 June, ELCE Treasurer John Hudson called on the 32 
delegates present to square their shoulders to take on the full financial) 
responsibility of their church’s future. Two of the five-year “‘breathing space” 
period, 1971-75, during which the Church would ready itself for taking on, 
without help from abroad, the whole burden, were already over; the next 
three years were critical; subsidies to congregations had to go down. But, Mr. 
Hudson pointed out, this was not happening; some subsidy requests had even 
gone up. And, he warned, pruning budgets, cutting back on expenditure 


here and there was not the answer. 


The Budget Conference is Part I, the 
financial section, of the annual meeting of 
ELCE congregations; Part II, the Synod, 
takes place at St. Davids, Cardiff, in Sep- 
tember. In both meetings, delegates consist 
of two representatives from each congrega- 
tion and mission, one pastor and one lay- 
man. Since 1972, the Budget Conference 
is authorised to receive, debate and act 
upon resolutions submitted by member 
congregations and missions. The Budget 
Conference reviews income and expendi- 
ture of all congregations, the theological 
training programme at Westfield House 
and central office for the previous year, 
ratifies the budgets for the current year, 
and projects figures for the coming year. 


£127,000 Expenditure Agreed for 1974-75 


The 1973 Budget Conference at Totten- 
ham first worked through the Financial 
Statement for the year 1972-73, examining 
the details of each congregation and of 
Westfield House and central office receipts 
and expenses. The Statement showed a 
total income of £108,969, with a deficit of 
£4828. After the tea break, the Conference 
turned to the figures for the current year, 
and finally to the expenditure and income 
projected for 1974-75. At the end of the 
session, the delegates unanimously agreed 
a budget which consisted of subsidy re- 
quests of £55,000 for operating costs, 
£24,000 for amortisation; £48,677 from 
ELCE congregations and missions—a total 
of £127,677, the highest in the church’s 
history. 


EIGHT 


45. Increase in Giving in Three Years 

In his opening remarks to the Confer- 
ence, ELCE Chairman Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, 
before turning the chairmanship over tc 
Treasurer John Hudson, called the atten- 
tion of the delegates to two significan® 
figures from the 1972 statistics. The tota! 
giving of members had risen from £22,765 
in 1969 to £34,595 in 1972, an increase o° 
44.95 in the three-year period. On a pes 
communicant basis, the rise had been fron) 
£27 to £40 per member. Dr. Pearce 
pointed to this increase as far ahead of 
the inflationary rise and as evidence thay 
ELCE people were determined to shoulde 
the whole burden of the future of theis 
church. Another positive indication wai: 
the successful establishment of the Luthe- 
ran mission at Fareham where site, church 
parsonage and operating costs were met. 
for the first time, entirely by funds raisee 
by ELCE congregations. 


1:7. Decrease in Members 

The second figure from the 1972 statis 
tics was ominous—a decrease in commun. 
cant membership from 862 to 847, a 1:77 
fall, and in baptised membership fror: 
2094 to 2050. 

The 1973 Budget Conference close» 
with expressions of gratitude to the Trea 
surer, John Hudson, and to Mr. Joh 
Eggle and Miss Margaret Chown of th 
office staff. The host congregation, Hol 
Trinity, particularly the ladies who pre 
vided the refreshments, were also thankec! 

The Rev. B. F. Foerster of Chris 
Church, Petts Wood, was chaplain for thu 
meeting. 
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TWO STUDENTS PREACH 
“FIRST SERMON” 


Another two theological students from 
Westfield House, Cambridge, preached 
their first public sermons in ELCE con- 
gregations recently. The “First Sermon of 
a Theological Student” rite marks the first 
stage in the ELCE theological training 
programme for the student; afterwards, 


_ the student is eligible to accept invitations 
_ from congregations to preach and conduct 
_ services. 


In the first ceremony, held at St. 
Timothys, Sunderland, on the Third Sun- 
day after Easter, 13 May, Mr. Ian Fletcher 
was presented to the Church by Westfield’s 
Preceptor and Tutor, the Rev. E. Leske 
and the Rev. Dr. John Franzmann and 
welcomed by ELCE Chairman Dr. E. Geo. 
Pearce and Councillors Derek van Arkadie 
and John Eggle. The service was conduct- 
ed by St. Timothys pastor, the Rev. 
Warren Fanning. 

The second ceremony took place the 
following Sunday at St. Pauls, Boreham 
Wood, the Rev. Marvin Brammeier pastor, 
when Mr. Roger Whittal delivered his 
first sermon in his home congregation. 


CHURCH PROPERTIES VANDALISED 


In their two meetings on 30 April and 
4 June at Concordia House, Golden Lane, 
London EC1, the Executive Council dis- 
cussed the very extensive damage by 
vandals of two houses owned by the church 
at Wallington, Surrey. The two properties 
stand on a half-acre site in Outer London 
midway between Christ Church, Petts 
Wood, and Allhallows, Sunbury, and will 
be used, possibly in 1976, for the develop- 
ment of an ELCE mission. The Council 
agreed to repair and redecoration of the 


premises and to letting again until needed. 


In the April meeting, the Council ex- 
tended two calls for candidates from the 
1973 Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
graduation class; at the June meeting, Dr. 
Pearce reported that one call had been 
returned. the other assigned to Mr. Joel 
Brauer, a former external student at West- 
field House, Cambridge. 


WOMEN LOOK AT PROJECTS 

Four overseas and three home projects 
were given their first examination at the 
rally of the Lutheran Womens’ League of 
Great Britain held at Luther-Tyndale on 
Saturday and Sunday, 2-3 June. The 
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women were given brief descriptions by 
Guild members of each project: 1) Mission 
in South India (presented by St. Pauls, 
Boreham Wood, 2) Lutheran Hospital in 
Nigeria (Luther-Tyndale, London), 3) 
Bethel Deaf Institute, U.S.A. (St. And- 
rews, Ruislip), and 4) Lutheran Braille 
Workers, U.S.A. (Holy Trinity, London). 
The three home projects were: 1) Cooker 
for Redeemer, Harlow (St. Pauls, Boreham 
Wood), 2) Tape recorder for ELCE Archi- 
vist, Pastor R. Feuerhahn (Redeemer, 
Harlow), and 3) Book Fund for Pastors 
(Luther-Tyndale, Holy Trinity, St. And- 
rews). Delegates to the LWLGB Conven- 
tion at St. Andrews, Ruislip, on 18 
November will choose one of each group 
as their 1974 Overseas and Home Projects. 


BARNES FAMILY CONFERENCE AT 
HOTHORPE 


ELCE pastors and their families gather- 
ed at Hothorpe Hall for two days after 
Easter, 25-26 April, for their annual 
Barnes Family Conference. Separate ses- 
sions were held the first day, but for most 
of the second day, the wives were invited 
to join the pastors. 

Mrs. Mary Franzmann led the women 
in a study of the Book of Ruth while her 
husband, Dr. John Franzmann, at the 
same time was reading an exegetical paper 
to the pastors. 

The Rey. Harlan Schoenrock of Coven- 
try was chaplain for the Conference. 


GERMAN CHURCHES ELECT FIRST 
BISHOP 


The Independent Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Germany at its first Synod at 
Radevormwald, 23-27 May, elected Dr. 
G. Rost as its first Bishop. The German 
church which is in full intercommunion 
with the ELCE is an amalgamation of 
three bodies: the Old Lutheran Church, 
the Independent Lutheran Church, and 
the Lutheran Free Church, all of them 
founded more than a century ago. The 
election of a “bishop” as head of the new 
church is a departure from the tradition 
of all three churches. Dr. E. Geo. Pearce 
was an invited guest at the Synod. While 
in Germany, he arranged a short confer- 
ence with the heads of other independent 
Lutheran churches to discuss future Con- 
ferences of Lutheran Free Churches of 
Europe. 
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From the Tamer to the Clyde 


ST. DAVIDS, 

Cardiff, Wales: 

Baptism of two Sunday School child- 
ren Information/Confirmation 
class starts for 8 Sunday School 
children... Pastor Jurik accepts call 
to St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
Boston, Massachusetts . . . Another 
successful Whitsun Treat held .. . 
Musical evening sponsored by Ladies 
Guild. 


ALLHALLOWS, 

Sunbury-on Thames, Middx: 

Elders of Allhallows, responsible for 
ELCE Elders’ Conference at Cam- 
bridge this year, meet regularly to 
prepare to lead study of theme: “The 
Elder: His Time, His Talent, His 
Treasure” ... Women’s Guild saved 
money for outing—an evening at the 
Richmond Theatre, followed by din- 
ner at local restaurant—as celebra- 
tion for completion of their first 
project (paraments for church). 
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Husbands stayed home to look after 
children .. . Farewell tea after service 
on a Sunday for the Milton Nitsch 
Family who return to the U.S.A. 
after more than six years in Britain 
(members in ELCE congregations at 
Petts Wood and Sunbury during that 
period). Two daughters were con- 
firmed at Allhallows. Mr. Nitch first 
treasurer of Allhallows. Family pre- 
sented with an ELCE plaque in 
recognition of their help in founding 
Allhallows ... Special guest preacher 
on 27th May—Pastor Everard Leske . 
brother of Westfield House preceptor. 
from Australia. He had confirmec) 
and ordained Pastor Sims and offici- 
ated at the marriage of Pastor anc 
Mrs. Sims... Youth club now taking 
its turn to look after the lawn anc) 
garden. Barbecue is regular part o7 
their gardening day. They are allow- 
ed several ‘laps of honour’ each or 
the sit-on-mower. blades disengaged! 
as a reward! 


ANNOUNCING: 


THE NINETEENTH ANNUAL ELCE SYNOD 


ST. DAVIDS, CARDIFF 


14-15 SEPTEMBER 1973 


Theme: ‘‘God’s Bible For Today’s Man” 


Friday, 14 September 


3p.m. Opening Service 

4 Tea 

4.30 Official Opening 
AGM, ELCE Trust Ltd. 
AGM, CPH Ltd. 
Elections 

6 Evening Meal 

7.30 Reports 

9 Vespers 


Saturday 15 September 


9a.m. Matins 
9.45 Synod Essay: 
Mr. A. Elliott, Petts Wood 
Pastor B. Foerster, 
Petts Wood 
10.45 Tea Break 
11 Group Bible Study on Synod 
Essay 
1 p.m. Lunch 
2 Reports from Committees 
3.30 Coffee 
4 Reports from Congregations 
6 Evening Meal 
7.30 Service of Holy Communion 


BRITISH LUTHERA * 


MASTER PLAN “AIM TO GROW” 


“We don’t like it because we’ve never tried it!” 


A Master Plan Conference will be held on the weekend of August 18th and 19th at 
Westfield House, Cambridge. Lay representatives from each of our congregations will 
meet in four sessions during those two days. The conference theme is ‘‘Aim to Grow”. 
A registration letter and agenda has been sent out to each pastor and congregation. 


This conference will be different from any other conference held this year. It has 
objectives which differ from those of the Budget Conference, the Elders’ Conference, 
the Treasurers’ Conference, and the CEF Conference. 


Just in case you think otherwise, this conference will deal with something which 
actually works when people try it. It has worked in the past, and we believe it will 
work now and in the future. Some of our congregations have tried it already. Some 
have been successful. Some have had their failures. And some have given up. 


And some have never even tried it at all. Apparently there are those who feel it will 
simply not work to‘'aim to grow’’, and they may even give you several reasons why 
not. 


If planning your future growth is something you do not believe in, something you 
have never seriously considered, and if your congregation has never drawn up a 
specific growth scheme with people committed to performance, then of course it will 
_ not work. And you won't like it because you’ve never tried it! 


The August Master Plan Conference is for you. It is for those who have tried and 
had their successes, for those who have tried and failed, and for those who are still 
trying. But it is perhaps especially for those who have never tried at all, and therefore 
think they might not like it. 


But you come and see. We think you will like it. We know, in fact, that some of you 
are already thristing for it. They want to ‘Aim to Grow”. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


(For four months February to May 1973) 
Congregation’s 


Congregation Loans Donations Total Target for 1972 
KENTISH TOWN £257 £36 £293 £2,400 
TOTTENHAM 122 1 123 500 
RUISLIP 445 12 457 2,000 

SUNDERLAND 432 4 436 840 
PETTS WOOD 175 6 181 700 
BOREHAM WOOD 170 18 188 450 
CARDIFF 190 14 204 400 
CAMBRIDGE 293 8 301 600 
HARLOW 378 1 379 240 
PLYMOUTH 59 1 60 700 
EAST KILBRIDE 91 _ v1 400 
COVENTRY 48 4 52 600 
SHEFFIELD 149 _ 149 é 600 
LIVERPOOL 241 _ 241 400 
SUNBURY 224 13 237 150 
FAREHAM — 1 1 
POLISH LUTHERANS 354 _ 354 
OTHERS 664 © 39 703 
Grand Total £4,292 £158 £4,450 
May/June, 1973 ELEVEN 
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THE COVER 


PETER SINKS 


Illustration from 
Bulletin of Christ 
Lutheran Church, 
Uelzen, West Germany 


FROM WITCHCRAFT TO CHRIST 


Concordia’s ‘best seller’, 23,000 cor 
sold in three months since publicati 
Now in its 4th printing! Be sure to obt 
your copy direct from Concordia—Pat 
back edition 69p (incl. postage); Hé 
back edition £1.62 (incl. postage). 


NEW—ARCH BOOKS ALOUD! 


Now children can enjoy the popt 
“Arch” books with a recorded comm 
tary: each record (7” 333 rpm) co\ 
two Arch book stories. Ideal for the ho: 
Sunday school, and church. Each p 
(record and 2 books): £.15 incl. VAT, - 
postage. 


OTHER NEW ITEMS FROM CONCOR 


CONTEMPORARY PRINTS — POSTEF 
PICTURES — PUZZLES 

and a whole range of exciting books 
Ask for a free copy of our latest B 
Supplement for full details of all th 
items. 


Concordia Publishing House Ltd. 
117/123 Golden Lane, 
London EC1Y OTL 


